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Lowering of income among the highest-income group
reduced income differentials
Contraction of income differentials continued in 2009. According to Statistics Finland's income
distribution statistics, the Gini coefficient was 25.9 in 2009, while one year previously it was 0.9
units higher. Income differentials contracted particularly at the highest-income end of the
highest-income decile, because income measured by the mean of the top decile fell, but median
income rose. In all other income deciles income grew.

Change in income of deciles measured by mean and median in 2009

The growth in current transfers received and the fall in taxes and other tax-like payments raised households'
disposable income by 2.4 per cent in 2009. Current transfers received went up by nine per cent from the
previous year. Of current transfers received, old-age pensions and unemployment security benefits grew
in particular. The amount of taxes and tax-like payments fell by 4.8 per cent from the previous year.

Factor income received by households went down by 1.7 per cent from the previous year. Of factor income
decreases took place in the wages and salaries (–1.7 per cent) and entrepreneurial income (–11.6 per cent)
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received by households. Property income without imputed net rents of owner-occupied dwellings went
down by 14.8 per cent. However, imputed income from owner-occupied dwellings grew on account of
lower housing loan interests by almost one quarter from 2008, which raised property income by 2.1 per
cent.

Income grew in all deciles, whether measured by the median or mean, except for the highest-income decile.
Measured by the mean of the highest-income decile, income decreased by around one per cent (EUR 710).
Measured by themedian, the income of the highest-income decile grew by over four per cent (EUR 1,970).
The median describes the income of the middle observation of the decile. (Figure.)

The difference between the mean and median is explained by that income decreased in the very
highest-income part of the highest-income decile. This lowers the mean of high-income groups, but does
not affect the median, or the income of the middle observation of the decile. The mean of the income of
the lowest-income group grew in relation as much as the median, around five per cent, but measured in
euros, the growth (the mean EUR 500 and the median EUR 530) was more modest than in the other deciles.

The fallen income of the very highest-income part of the highest-income decile is visible in the decrease
in the group's income share and Gini coefficient. The income share of the highest-income decile was 22
per cent in 2009, while one year previously it was 22.8 per cent. The value of the Gini coefficient was
25.9, which is 0.9 units lower than in 2008. The Gini coefficient gets values between 0 and 100, where 0
refers to fully equal income distribution and 100 that one income earner receives all the income. Both the
Gini coefficient and the income share of the highest-income group fell now for the second successive year.
The top year for the income share of the highest-income group and income differentials was 2007, when
the income share was 23.9 per cent and the Gini coefficient 28.

The income share of the lowest-income decile rose from the previous year by only 0.1 percentage points,
being four per cent in 2009. However, the income share of the lowest-income decile has fallen from the
beginning of the 1990s, when it was 4.9 per cent. The income share has grown since 1990 in the two
highest-income deciles andmost in the highest-income decile. The income share of the two lowest-income
deciles has fallen most.

In a comparison of 29 European countries, income differentials in Finlandwere the eighth lowest. According
to the most recent international data, Finland is no longer a top country for growth in income differentials.
In 2005–2009 income differentials remained nearly unchanged in Finland, the Netherlands and Greece.
Income differentials diminished in 15 and grew in 11 countries. Income differentials contracted most in
Poland, Ireland and Estonia, and grew most in Bulgaria, Romania and Denmark.

Income shares and mean income of deciles in 2009 and changes in income share 1990–2009

X
(highest-income
10%)

IXVIIIVIIVIVIVIIIIII
(lowest-income
10%)

22.013.711.710.59.58.67.76.75.64.0Income share in 2009, %

3.90.3-0.1-0.3-0.4-0.4-0.5-0.7-0.9-0.91990–2009Change in
income
share,
percentage
points

-1.30.30.20.20.30.30.20.10.0-0.32000–2009

-1.90.10.10.30.30.30.30.20.20.1
2007–2009

58,01236,07630,91727,78325,00622,56520,20217,74114,84110,645Mean of income, EUR

48,67435,84030,78227,78324,99522,59120,23817,75614,86511,318Median of income, EUR
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Income shares of decile groups (%) in 1966–2009. Decile groups have been
formed among persons according to disposable income per consumption unit.

Decile groupYear

S80/S20TotalX
(Highest-income 10 %)

IXVIIIVIIVIVIVIIIIII
(Lowest-income 10 %)

4,9100,023,815,112,410,79,38,06,95,94,83,21966

3,9100,021,414,412,210,79,58,57,56,55,43,71971

3,0100,018,413,612,111,010,09,18,17,26,24,51976

2,9100,017,513,612,111,010,19,38,47,46,34,31981

2,7100,017,613,411,910,910,09,28,37,56,54,81987

2,8100,018,013,411,810,89,89,18,37,46,54,81988

2,8100,018,313,411,910,89,99,08,27,46,44,81989

2,8100,018,113,411,810,89,99,08,27,46,54,91990

2,8100,018,113,411,810,79,89,18,37,56,54,81991

2,7100,018,213,211,710,79,89,08,37,56,74,91992

2,9100,019,213,311,710,59,68,88,17,46,54,91993

2,9100,019,113,411,610,59,68,88,17,36,54,91994

2,9100,019,613,411,710,59,68,88,07,36,44,81995

3,0100,019,813,511,710,59,68,88,07,26,34,71996

3,2100,020,813,611,710,59,48,67,87,06,14,51997

3,4100,021,513,511,710,59,48,67,76,85,94,41998

3,6100,022,713,311,510,39,38,47,66,75,84,31999

3,7100,023,313,411,510,39,28,37,56,65,64,32000

3,6100,022,213,511,710,49,48,57,66,75,84,22001

3,6100,022,013,511,710,49,48,57,76,75,74,22002

3,6100,022,313,611,610,49,48,57,66,75,74,22003

3,8100,022,813,611,610,49,38,47,56,65,64,12004

3,8100,022,913,511,710,39,38,47,56,65,64,12005

3,9100,023,313,611,610,39,38,37,56,55,54,02006

4,0100,023,913,611,610,29,28,37,46,55,43,92007

3,8100,022,813,611,610,49,48,57,66,65,63,92008

3,7100,022,013,711,710,59,58,67,76,75,64,02009

• Due to rounding the shares do not always sum up to 100.
• Due to revisions to income concepts the figures for 1966–1981, 1987–1992 and 1993–2009 are not fully comparable with each

other.
• S80/S20 = ratio between income shares of highest and lowest income quintile.
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Appendix table 2. Gini-coefficients for factor income, gross income and disposable income, and
redistributive effect of current transfers on income differentials in 1966–2009.

Redistributive effect of current transfers on income differentialsGini-coefficient, %Year

Combined effectCurrent transfers
paid

Current transfers
received

Disposable incomeGross incomeFactor income

20,77,514,330,933,438,91966

30,613,419,826,730,938,51971

39,018,225,421,526,335,31976

42,618,729,420,525,235,81981

48,121,533,919,725,138,01987

47,921,833,420,225,838,81988

47,921,733,520,526,139,31989

47,920,834,220,225,638,91990

49,019,836,420,125,139,51991

52,821,140,119,925,242,11992

53,219,541,921,126,245,11993

54,019,342,921,126,145,81994

52,318,441,521,726,645,51995

51,318,240,522,327,345,81996

48,716,338,723,728,446,31997

46,115,336,424,829,246,01998

44,114,135,025,930,146,41999

42,613,333,726,730,846,52000

43,713,734,725,829,945,82001

43,513,734,525,629,745,42002

42,812,434,726,029,645,42003

42,011,834,226,630,246,02004

41,912,733,426,730,645,92005

41,713,132,927,331,446,72006

39,612,131,328,031,946,42007

41,112,832,426,830,745,52008

42,912,834,525,929,745,32009

• Due to revisions to income concepts the figures for 1966–1981, 1987–1992 and 1993–20089 are not fully comparable with
each other.

• Current transfers received: Relative change in Gini-coefficient (%) when moving from factor income to gross income.
• Current transfers paid: Relative change in Gini-coefficient (%) when moving from gross income to disposable income.
• Combined effect of current transfers: Relative change in Gini-coefficient (%) when moving from factor income to disposable

income.
• Due to changes made to the time series, the Gini coefficients have partly changed from the previous annual publications in the

data of the years 1989 and 1993 to 2005.
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Appendix table 3a. Mean income by decile group in 1987–2009. Decile groups have been formed
among persons according to disposable income per consumption unit.

Average equivalent disposable income, EUR (in 2009 currency)Year

Decile group

X
(Highest-income 10 %)

IXVIIIVIIVIVIVIIIIII
(Lowest-income 10 %)

29 01222 07019 60617 93616 50615 14413 77712 33710 8077 8801987

30 60922 71020 11018 34116 76615 40714 06612 64811 0308 0681988

32 65923 90821 18319 23417 62916 17114 69413 24311 4458 5791989

33 99825 14222 11220 16418 52316 89115 43313 91312 1489 0911990

34 40325 32122 36220 31718 64517 22915 71714 17212 4159 0671991

32 95023 93821 16419 28917 75116 29014 96613 61312 0278 8841992

33 86023 52120 58818 59416 95015 54914 27613 01111 5148 5611993

33 82823 74120 50718 57517 03615 62014 33612 94411 4768 6531994

35 49824 28421 17219 02117 40715 94814 52313 16011 5968 7331995

36 73525 05521 74819 51717 82516 27514 76813 31311 6198 6681996

40 46426 33822 75720 35218 35816 70415 09213 50511 8428 8311997

43 35127 31023 61021 13119 04917 25715 53113 71211 9318 8251998

48 03628 07424 36221 80019 64117 78115 97614 20312 2709 1031999

50 07528 74724 76222 08619 87517 91616 07914 23112 1479 1472000

48 18829 42925 34222 62220 40818 40416 57314 60212 5019 0882001

49 25230 21026 06023 31621 07919 04717 12215 01612 8309 3122002

51 37531 29926 79523 93621 57119 46517 46615 35613 1779 6542003

55 15232 92828 12925 04022 57120 34318 18616 00613 6109 8752004

57 14833 78429 05725 79223 31621 08918 76516 49513 90810 2212005

58 79934 31429 40526 16223 43821 07418 83216 48913 95610 1722006

62 11435 39130 08326 66423 95321 58019 26416 80014 05710 1952007

58 71934 96229 92726 67424 08421 82019 42417 05114 28710 1482008

58 01236 07630 91727 78325 00622 56520 20217 74114 84110 6452009
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Appendix table 3b. Median income by decile group in 1987–2009. Decile groups have been formed
among persons according to disposable income per consumption unit.

Average equivalent disposable income, EUR (in 2009 currency)Year

Decile group

X
(Highest-income 10 %)

IXVIIIVIIVIVIVIIIIII
(Lowest-income 10 %)

26 93821 98519 56317 90316 51415 15113 79312 34110 8238 4781987

28 07822 64620 07718 34216 77015 42814 06212 65211 0698 6751988

29 77823 78421 15619 20617 62316 17614 68913 27511 4629 1251989

31 21525 02122 10820 17518 54116 88215 45413 92712 1999 6271990

31 75625 26722 31420 29718 62917 21815 70914 20212 4349 6711991

30 17923 87121 11519 27717 73916 27314 94813 61612 0859 4001992

30 12823 43720 54618 59716 94115 55114 26513 02311 5219 2611993

30 33523 58320 47418 55417 03015 60114 34312 93611 5259 2211994

31 03024 12321 20318 97117 41415 92514 51613 15311 6189 2571995

32 39724 84021 72519 49417 83616 25414 76113 36611 6339 2021996

34 57026 21022 73720 34818 38416 73615 14913 56111 8579 4551997

35 89527 15123 59621 13519 02817 27215 52113 68611 9319 4051998

37 72227 84224 32021 81919 62517 79615 98914 19012 2669 7021999

38 84028 55224 75522 09419 85617 89616 09114 24612 1519 5832000

38 45129 30525 24722 62920 39918 37516 59814 56412 5159 6532001

39 95530 02926 00023 26221 10119 01117 11815 02812 8549 8592002

41 61031 21226 79923 89221 51419 46717 45815 35013 24510 3272003

43 29732 77628 09424 98522 57120 36218 19816 03613 68010 4822004

45 81333 61229 02025 67323 28821 09218 73416 50413 88910 8422005

46 59034 05229 37226 11123 44121 06718 81416 44713 96810 7952006

48 16935 08629 99326 62523 95321 57319 28016 84914 08010 7542007

46 70134 78829 85826 61224 05121 80719 42217 08014 34210 7872008

48 67435 84030 78227 78324 99522 59120 23817 75614 86511 3182009
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Appendix table 4. Upper limit on income by decile group in 1987–2009. Decile groups have been
formed among persons according to disposable income per consumption unit.

Decile groupYear

IXVIIIVIIVIVIVIIIIII
(Lowest-income 10 %)

23 81820 58718 73017 19615 81514 48013 05211 6079 8991987

24 58521 18219 14717 47716 05314 70313 41411 87910 0271988

25 90822 34020 15518 35516 89315 41414 01712 39610 4431989

27 39723 34621 02519 31617 67116 12414 70713 08911 1191990

27 50323 59521 27619 43217 91916 49914 94713 31811 3951991

25 98922 32720 14018 50517 00715 60314 33912 85210 9971992

25 63121 82119 49417 72216 21914 88413 67712 32010 6571993

26 13221 74119 44317 76216 32614 99513 65312 22410 5681994

26 73322 38519 96918 16716 63915 24513 84512 47010 6261995

27 50623 10720 52318 60917 05715 51414 02412 52010 6041996

28 99524 13421 43919 31317 46915 85014 27712 66110 8851997

30 06525 13322 23020 09418 13016 42614 63912 81010 9161998

31 05725 90222 97020 63918 69816 85515 07113 28711 1541999

32 04226 35723 30120 93718 88616 97815 17513 23111 0612000

32 43027 11123 83021 44719 36217 52715 58613 61511 2912001

33 56227 78724 60722 14019 99418 13916 12813 95611 5952002

34 65828 57925 15122 73920 50518 41116 46014 26511 9042003

36 27930 17126 49023 72021 42519 25017 08514 95812 1262004

37 68030 98027 30624 45822 22919 97317 68315 25412 4692005

38 27131 36327 64124 70122 16019 96417 72515 21512 5032006

39 61032 21428 22625 27722 68420 43717 95415 54812 5932007

38 73831 97528 18025 26922 95420 58718 22715 76712 7222008

40 01233 00629 16526 38923 71221 36318 98916 35413 2662009
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Appendix table 5. Household income: structure by brackets ordered according to households'
disposable income 2009.

Disposable income, €Mean, €

All
households

100000–80000– 
99999

70000– 
79999

50000– 
69999

30000– 
49999

20000– 
29999

14000– 
19999

0–13999

10 9895686456222 3073 4211 697896833Number of households interviewed

2 531,562,576,588,3394,9765,3524,8338,1281,0
Number of households in
population, 1000

2,083,333,383,293,052,331,581,181,06Average size of households

1,652,252,292,212,131,861,391,121,04Average number of adults

0,431,081,081,080,920,470,190,060,02Average number of children

1,482,022,041,991,891,591,261,081,03
Average number of consumption
units

0,891,751,851,771,621,010,610,280,10
Average number of economically
active household members

28 254103 19185 40172 46853 10827 58015 0115 1471 5831. Wages and salaries

2 26519 6898 4435 2073 9161 7577482501032. Entrepreneurial income

6 41971 70117 67913 6997 7274 8602 9382 0976643. Income from property

36 938194 581111 52391 37564 75134 19818 6977 4942 3504. Factor income (1+2+3)

12 25613 85511 0469 83011 27214 93611 52011 6289 2105. Current transfers received

49 194208 435122 568101 20576 02349 13330 21819 12211 5606. Gross income (4 + 5)

10 63758 71934 52226 63717 6709 7835 2512 3618767. Current transfers paid

38 557149 71688 04774 56858 35339 35024 96716 76110 6848. Disposable income (6–7)

35 059138 86979 46467 54053 15135 70622 57614 90410 065Disposable cash income

45 696197 588113 98694 17770 82045 48927 82617 26510 941Cash income

42 907171 141108 76090 07867 87443 66026 33615 5348 396Income subject to state taxation
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Appendix table 6. Household income: structure by brackets ordered according to households'
gross income 2009.

Gross income, €Mean, €

All
households

140000–110000– 
139999

90000– 
109999

60000– 
89999

40000– 
59999

20000– 
39999

15000– 
19999

0–14999

10 9895796197882 4902 4962 633603781Number of households interviewed

2 531,564,476,1114,3453,9551,9774,1236,9259,8
Number of households in
population, 1000

2,083,193,243,192,942,331,661,151,06Average size of households

1,652,212,232,202,071,861,441,111,04Average number of adults

0,430,981,010,990,870,470,220,050,02Average number of children

1,481,961,981,951,841,591,291,071,03
Average number of consumption
units

0,891,741,841,761,581,060,580,180,08
Average number of economically
active household members

28 254110 48586 97369 99950 99927 93313 2132 7551 3101. Wages and salaries

2 26518 0007 8945 5553 4891 871849166982. Entrepreneurial income

6 41966 39917 27913 6977 1135 0183 1342 0846763. Income from property

36 938194 884112 14689 25161 60134 82217 1965 0042 0854. Factor income (1+2+3)

12 25613 43610 0479 65610 98414 71712 77312 3739 1065. Current transfers received

49 194208 320122 19498 90672 58549 53929 96917 37711 1916. Gross income (4 + 5)

10 63761 58334 53825 99816 8219 7714 8051 8037177. Current transfers paid

38 557146 73787 65672 90855 76439 76825 16415 57410 4748. Disposable income (6–7)

35 059136 17479 75066 28450 95036 10822 57213 7559 805Disposable cash income

45 696197 757114 28892 28267 77145 87927 37715 55910 521Cash income

42 907175 109108 04788 77665 19543 90825 71413 5387 819Income subject to state taxation
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