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Unemployment made a downturn even among long-term
unemployed
According to Statistics Finland's employment statistics, the number of unemployed job seekers
at the end of 2018 decreased by 13.5 per cent from the year before to 256,500 unemployed
persons. From the peak level of unemployed persons in 2015, the number has decreased by
118,400 persons. The peak of prolonged unemployment was broken one to two years later than
for shorter term unemployment.

Number of unemployed at the end of the year by the duration of
unemployment in 2010 to 2018

Statistics Finland's employment statistics describe the economic activity of the population at the end of
the year. In 2018, there were 256,500 unemployed job seekers, and unemployment had lasted continuously
for at least a year for 25.8 per cent of them. There were most unemployed among those aged 55 to 64
(64,900 unemployed) and 25 to 34 (55,300) and least among those aged 16 to 24 (33,800). Men represented
56.6 per cent of all unemployed. The difference between the sexes in the number of unemployed was
biggest for those aged 16 to 24 (62.0% men) and smallest for those aged 35 to 44 (54.5% men).

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 24.5.2019
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Long-term unemployment made a downturn in 2017
In time series examination, the number of unemployed persons at the end of the year rose from 2011 to
2015 by 46.0 per cent to 374,900. In 2015 to 2018, the number of unemployed persons decreased by
118,400 persons to around the 2011 level. In the early 2010s, both shorter term and longer term (continuous)
unemployment increased by almost as much1).

In the decrease in unemployment that followed the unemployment peak, shorter term unemployment
turned downward starting from 2014 and 2015 and long-term unemployment one to two years later. During
2016 to 2018, the number of persons who had been unemployed for over a year fell from 121,700 to 66,200
unemployed. It should be noted that the drop in unemployment between 2016 and 2017 is partially explained
by the periodic interviews with unemployed job seekers that began in 2017 and that helped remove an
estimated 20,000 to 30,000 persons from the job seeker register. In the past, this type of population has
especially been classified as long-term unemployed.

Unemployment more long-term among older age groups, men and highly
educated

Share of persons having been unemployed for over a year of the
unemployed by sex and age group in 2018, %

Differences between population groups in the duration of unemployment was measured with the long-term
unemployment rate, which here is defined as the share of those who had been unemployed for over a year
of all unemployed. In 2018, men’s long-term unemployment rate was 27.1 per cent and women’s 24.1 per
cent.

The share of those who had been unemployed for over a year was clearly higher in the older age groups:
share for those aged 16 to 24 was 6.0 per cent, 24.3 per cent for those aged 35 to 44 and 42.3 per cent for
those aged 55 to 64. On average, unemployment lasted for a shorter period for women in all age groups.
The difference in the long-term unemployment rate between sexes was highest (6.0 percentage points) for
those aged 35 to 44 and lowest (0.8 percentage points) for those aged 16 to 24.

The duration of unemployment calculated based on consecutive unemployment days. Unemployment is divided into the following
categories: 1 to 2 months=0 to 74 days, 3 to 6 months=75 to 196 days, 6 to 12 months=197 to 365 days, 12 to 36 months=366
to 1,095 days, over 36 months=over 1,095 days.

1)
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In 2018, the long-term unemployment rate was higher in higher educational groups2). For those with basic
level qualifications3) the share of those who had been unemployed for over one year was 24.3 per cent and
for those with vocational qualifications or matriculation examination it was 25.2 to 25.9 per cent. For
those with tertiary level degrees4) the long-term unemployment rate was clearly higher, 31.3 per cent. In
light of this figure, higher education does not seem to protect against unemployment becoming prolonged.
On the other hand, some of the differences between the educational groups is explained by the higher
average age of persons in the higher education groups. In addition, all qualifications that exceeded upper
secondary level qualifications were classified as tertiary level qualifications (incl. post-secondary
qualifications).

Education level (highest qualification) of the unemployed at the end of 2018 was deduced from the latest data on education from
2017. This limited the unemployed in the education level examination to those belonging to the 2017 population (in total 252,982
unemployed at the end of 2018 belonged to the 2017 population).

2)

The group of those with comprehensive school education includes persons with lacking data on qualifications after comprehensive
school. They include persons having passed and persons having discontinued the comprehensive school and those whose
educational background is unknown or who have completed a post-compulsory qualification abroad.

3)

Tertiary level qualifications include all qualifications higher than upper secondary level qualifications, that is, lowest tertiary level,
lower tertiary level and higher tertiary level degrees.

4)
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Number of unemployed at the end of the year by the duration of unemployment
in 2010 to 2018

201820172016201520142013201220112010Months

92,21897,637105,495112,967117,002115,564103,058101,504105,0611-2

59,11663,52975,00982,79986,82578,09371,39660,41464,6543-6

38,90944,24553,63563,09261,12251,48139,90335,16238,9797-12

46,14764,65993,03890,27275,74264,25551,00747,40751,23412-36

20,06426,42628,66025,73221,93618,97816,04412,2558,307More than 36

256,454296,496355,837374,862362,627328,371281,408256,742268,235Total
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Appendix table 2. Share of persons having been unemployed for over a year of the unemployed
by sex and age group in 2018, %

Total55-6445-5435-4425-3416-24Sex

27.143.231.527.018.66.3Men

24.141.126.621.013.95.5Women

25.842.329.424.316.66.0Total
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Appendix table 3. Unemployed at the end of 2018 and share of long-term unemployed by region

Share of persons having been unemployed
for over a year of the unemployed, %

Persons having been unemployed for over
a year

UnemployedRegion

16.289548Åland

20.21,3846,866South Karelia

12.38456,848South Ostrobothnia

22.01,5507,061Etelä-Savo

20.07523,768Kainuu

26.51,9227,257Kanta-Häme

18.74432,373Central Ostrobothnia

22.63,58715,857Central Finland

25.72,62010,202Kymenlaakso

19.61,8469,395Lapland

23.35,34822,934Pirkanmaa

22.11,1925,388Ostrobothnia

26.92,6519,863North Karelia

25.25,03420,007North Ostrobothnia

27.63,34712,132Pohjois-Savo

30.83,66411,905Päijät-Häme

19.82,00510,130Satakunta

30.922,36872,466Uusimaa

25.95,56421,454Varsinais-Suomi

25.866,211256,454WHOLE COUNTRY
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