
Labour Cost Index 2009, 2. quarter

Cost of labour for an hour worked rose by 8.8 per cent in April-June
Private sector labour costs rose by 8.8 per cent in April-June 2009 when compared with the respective period of
the year before. Labour costs excluding one-off items, such as performance bonuses, rose by 7.8 per cent in the
period. In the second quarter of 2009 the index of wage and salary earnings rose 4,6 per cent in the private sector.

From 2007 to 2008, labour costs rose by 3.4 per cent and the rise excluding of one-off items was 4,0 per cent.

As the time series according to the new method is available only since the beginning of 2007, it has not been
possible to seasonally adjust the index data. The timing of so-called moving mid-week holidays, such as Easter
and Epiphany, affects the comparability of data concerning the first, second and fourth quarters. An increase in
the number of mid-week holidays adds the rise in labour costs in the second quarter of 2009. Statistics Finland
publishes seasonally adjusted series when there are enough observations to calculate reliable results.

Calculated by industry, the cost of an hour worked in manufacturing rose by 12.6 per cent in April-June 2009
when compared with the respective time period of the year before. The rise was strongest in the metal industry,
at 16.9 per cent, and slowest in the food industry, at 6.0 per cent. By contrast, labour costs in construction rose
by 7.7 per cent in January-March 2009 when compared with the respective time period of the year before. In
service industries the rise amounted to 5.5 per cent.

Annual changes of Labour cost in industry, construction, services and all industries according Standard
Industrial Classification 2008

Labour Costs, Year-on-year changeIndustryCode
Labour costs, excluding one-off itemsLabour costs, all

10,412,6IndustryB-E
7,27,7ConstructionF
5,55,5ServicesG-N
7,88,8TotalB-S

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 7.9.2009
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Appendix

Labour costs, Labour Cost Index 2008=100 from second quarter 2008 to the second quarter 2009
C h a n g e
2009/2/2008/2

C h a n g e
2009/1/2008/1

2009/22009/1Change
2008/2007

Whole
y e a r
2008

2008/42008/32008/22008/1Whole
y e a r
2007

S t a n d a r d
I n d u s t r i a l
Classification

Industry
code

8,84,6112,8103,33,5100,093,4104,2103,798,796,7Total
12,63,4114,7103,62,2100,091,9105,9101,9100,397,8IndustryB-E
12,93,6115,1103,62,5100,091,9106,1102,0100,197,5ManufacturingC
6,04,0111,2104,51,7100,090,1104,7104,9100,498,3Food industry10,11
10,95,5117,3102,32,7100,091,1106,2105,797,097,4Forest industry16,17
9,95,0112,6107,10,4100,090,2105,4102,4102,099,6Chemical

industry
19–22

16,92,6116,5103,61,4100,092,4107,099,7101,098,6Metal industry24–30
7,79,5110,9107,06,9100,096,1103,3102,997,793,6ConstructionF
2,92,7109,4101,46,3100,091,7103,3106,398,794,12Wholesale and

retail trade
G

1,49,1105,1103,210,5100,094,0107,8103,794,590,5Transportation
and storage

H

15,73,6121,9102,89,6100,094,0101,4105,499,191,2Information
and
communication

J

–0,1–0,1112,2104,0–2,6100,093,789,8112,3104,29102,7Financial and
incurance
activities

K

5,814,3109,0106,6–4,1100,0100,1103,6103,093,3104,2Professional,
scientific and
technical
activities

M

10,05,2115,2103,64,6100,096,4100,4104,798,595,6Administrative
and support
service
activities

N

5,54,9111,5103,04,7100,094,1101,9105,798,295,5ServicesG-N
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Labour costs, excluding one-off items, Labour Cost Index 2008=100 from second quarter 2008 to the
second quarter 20091)

C h a n g e
2009/2/2008/2

C h a n g e
2009/1/2008/1

2009/22009/1Change
2008/2007

Whole
y e a r
2008

2008/42008/32008/22008/1Whole
y e a r
2007

S t a n d a r d
I n d u s t r i a l
Classification

Industry
code

7,86,1109,6103,94,0100,096,7103,8101,797,896,2Total
10,46,4111,9104,53,5100,095,4105,0101,398,396,6IndustryB-E
10,66,6112,2104,43,5100,095,5105,1101,597,996,6ManufacturingC
7,63,5110,6102,31,4100,093,8104,6102,898,998,7Food industry10–11
9,16,5111,9103,82,9100,094,4105,5102,697,597,2Forest industry16–17
8,45,8109,1104,00,3100,094,2106,9100,698,299,7Chemical

industry
19–22

13,07,9114,3105,63,5100,096,1104,9101,297,896,6Metal industry24–30
7,29,7109,2107,57,1100,097,2103,0101,898,093,4ConstructionF
2,42,4105,9100,26,9100,094,9103,8103,497,993,6Wholesale and

retail trade
G

1,99,2104,5104,210,0100,096,8105,2102,695,490,9Transportation
and storage

H

15,06,0116,1103,88,6100,098,7102,4100,997,992,1Information
and
communication

J

2,53,9104,5105,1–2,6100,0100,396,6102,0101,1102,7Financial and
incurance
activities

K

4,914,9105,6108,0–2,8100,0100,5104,9100,694,0102,9Professional,
scientific and
technical
activities

M

8,75,1113,0103,42,6100,098,699,1104,098,397,5Administrative
and support
service
activities

N

5,55,8108,0103,24,8100,097,5102,5102,497,695,4ServicesG-N

Standard Industrial Classification 2008
CodeStandard Industrial Classification
BMining and quarrying
CManufacturing
DElectricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply
EWater supply; sewerage; water supply; sewerage, waste management and remediation activities
FConstruction
GWholesale and retail trade;repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles
HTranportation and storage
IAccomodation and food service activities
JInformation and communication
KFinancial and insurance activities
LReal estate activities
MProfessional, scientific and technical activities
NAdministrative and supprt service activities
OPublic administration and defense; compulsory social security
PEducation
QHuman health and social work activities
RArts, entertainment and recreation
SOther service activities
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