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Net costs of municipalities’ social and health care activities
amounted to EUR 17.9 billion in 2015
Corrected on 3 November 2017. The corrected figures are indicated in red.

Net costs of municipalities’ social and health care activities amounted to EUR 17.9 billion in 2015. The
share of social and health care activities in the net costs of municipalities’ operating economy was 58.6
per cent. Municipalities spent EUR 6.6 billion on specialised health care on net, which represented 37.1
per cent of all net costs of social and health care activities. These data appear from Statistics Finland's
statistics on local government finances, for which data were collected from all 317 municipalities and all
146 joint municipal authorities.

Operating economy of municipalities in 2015, EUR million1)

Municipalities

Net costsOperating incomeOperating costs

17 8602 91120 771Social services and health care, total

6 6322796 911Of which: Specialised health care

10 4881 11711 605Educational and cultural activities, total

4 7533115 064Of which: Primary education

2 1219 40911 530Other activities, total

413292705Of which: Fire and rescue activities

30 46813 43743 905Operating economy, total

Operating costs include operating expenses, depreciations and reductions in value as well as costs carried forward. Operating
income includes operating income and income carried forward, change in inventory of finished products and production for own
use. Net costs are the difference between operating costs and operating income.

1)

Operating economy of municipalities
In 2015, municipalities combined operating costs amounted to EUR 43.9 billion and operating income to
EUR 13.4 billion. Thus, the net costs amounted to EUR 30.5 billion. A majority of these were directed at
social and health care activities, the net costs of which were EUR 17.9 billion or 58.6 per cent of the net
costs of the entire operating economy.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 4.11.2016
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Specialised health care formed the largest share of municipalities’ net costs from social and health care
activities, and primary health care1) the second-highest share. The share of specialised health care in social
and health care activities was 37.1 per cent or EUR 6.6 billion and the share of primary health care was
19.0 per cent or EUR 3.4 billion.

Last year, 34.4 per cent of municipalities’ combined net costs were directed at education and cultural
activities. The net costs of municipalities’ education and cultural activities totalled EUR 10.5 billion in
2015. Amajority of the net costs from education and cultural activities were directed at primary education.
The net costs of primary education were EUR 4.8 billion and thus 45.3 per cent of the net costs of education
and cultural activities.

Measured in net, a total of EUR 2.1 billion was in 2015 directed at other activities, which includes all
other activities apart from social and health care activities and education and cultural activities. Thus, all
in all 7.0 per cent of the entire net costs of the operating economy was directed at other activities.

Operating economy of joint municipal authorities
In 2015, joint municipal authorities’ combined operating costs on gross amounted to EUR 14.1 (was 13.7)
billion and operating income to EUR 14.3 (was 13.8) billion. A majority of the operating costs of joint
municipal authorities were directed at social and health care activities and education and cultural activities
just like for municipalities. The gross operating costs of joint municipal authorities’ social and health care
activities totalled EUR 10.2 (was 9.7) billion or 72.3 (was 71.3) per cent of the entire operating economy.
The share of education and cultural activities of joint municipal authorities’ operating costs on gross was
9.5 (was 9.7) per cent or EUR 1.3 billion.

Information on the statistics
Statistics on local government finances contain data on municipalities’ and joint municipal authorities’
operating economy, investments, balance sheets and activities. Data are collected from all municipalities
and joint municipal authorities in Finland.

The data content and data collection for the statistics on local government finances have been revised for
which reason the data are not directly comparable with the data of statistics on finances and activities of
municipalities and joint municipal authorities published in previous years. In the statistics on local
government finances enterprises are combined with the data on basic municipalities and joint municipal
authorities, while this was not done in the statistics on finances and activities of municipalities and joint
municipal authorities. In addition, changes have been made to the activity classification of municipalities
and joint municipal authorities.

Primary health care services include outpatient care in primary health care, ward care in primary health care and oral health care.1)
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Appendix table 1. Regional net costs in 20151)

Municipalities

Net costs from
educational and cultural
services,
EUR per capita

Net costs from
educational and
cultural services,
EUR million

Net costs from social
services and health care,
EUR per capita

Net costs from social
services and health
care,
EUR million

1 91110 4883 25517 860Whole country

2 0293 2882 9864 839Uusimaa

1 8268663 2401 537Varsinais-Suomi

1 7313863 402758Satakunta

1 6842943 231564Kanta-Häme

1 9519883 1511 595Pirkanmaa

1 6993423 292664Päijät-Häme

1 9133423 639650Kymenlaakso

1 6622183 406447South Karelia

1 6632503 830576Etelä-Savo

1 7784413 642904Pohjois-Savo

1 7042813 557586North Karelia

1 7574843 252897Central Finland

1 8823623 455665South Ostrobothnia

2 2104013 385615Ostrobothnia

1 9361343 350231Central Ostrobothnia

1 9928113 1431 279North Ostrobothnia

2 3051813 897306Kainuu

1 9203473 834693Lapland

2 468721 85554Åland 2)

Data on residents 31 December 2015.1)

The health care of Åland is the responsibility of the Government of Åland.2)
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