
Greenhouse gases
2017, instant preliminary data

Greenhouse gas emissions decreased, the emission
allocation was still exceeded
According to Statistics Finland’s instant preliminary data, the total emissions of greenhouse
gases in 2017 corresponded with 56.1 million tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2 eq.). Emissions
fell by almost five per cent compared with the previous year and were on level with 2015. The
fall in emissions was most influenced by the decreased consumption of the main fossil fuels and
the increased share of biofuels in traffic. Emissions outside the EU emissions trading system
went down by two per cent from 2016, but they exceeded the emission allocation set by the EU
for the second time.

Finland's greenhouse gas emissions by sector (emissions are
positive and removals negative figures)

Statistics Finland releases instant preliminary data on greenhouse gas emissions of the previous year by
sector and broken down between emissions trading sources and non-emissions trading sectors. More
information on greenhouse gas emissions, their development and factors affecting the development, as
well as the fulfilment of international obligations can be found in Statistics Finland's report Finland's
greenhouse gas emissions in 1990 to 2017 (only in Finnish).

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 24.5.2018
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According to the instant preliminary data, total emissions in 2017 decreased by nearly five per cent
compared with the previous year. Emissions in the energy sector diminished by six per cent and the fall
in emissions was influenced most by the lower consumption of the main fossil fuels and the increased
share of biofuels in traffic. Emissions from industrial processes and product use fell by one per cent,
emissions from agriculture by half a per cent and emissions in the waste sector by six per cent from 2016
to 2017. According to the instant preliminary data, the carbon sink of the LULUCF sector was in 2017
equal to 2016, being around 27.1 million tonnes CO2 equivalent. Emissions and removals in this sector
are not included in total emissions.

Emissions outside the EU emissions trading system are calculated as the difference between the total
emissions and verified emissions of the emissions trading sector, excluding CO2 emissions from domestic
civil aviation as reported in the greenhouse gas inventory. The data on the verified emissions of the
emissions trading sector are published by the Energy Authority. Annual emission allocations for the years
2013 to 2020 have been defined in the EU's effort sharing decision for emissions outside emissions trading
sector. The emissions in question were below the target path defined by the annual emission allocations
in 2013 to 2015. The 2016 emissions exceeded the target path as did the emissions according to the instant
preliminary data for the year 2017. Emission allocations not used for 2013 to 2015 can be used to
compensate for the emissions in 2016 and 2017 that exceed the target path. More information in Finnish
is available in the Review of the release.
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Greenhouse gas emissions and removals by sector broken down between emissions trading
sources and non-emissions trading sectors in 2005, 2010 and 2015 to 2017 (million t CO2 eq.)

Change,  
2016-2017

2017 1)2016201520102005       

million t CO2 eq.

-2.756.158.855.475.569.8Emissions without LULUCF sector2)

0.00.20.20.20.20.3CO2 emissions from civil aviation

-2.125.127.225.541.333.1Emissions trading sector emissions3)

-2.220.923.121.737.329.6   Energy sector

0.14.34.23.94.03.6   Industrial processes

0.0-0.10.00.0

   Difference between the  
   emissions trading 
  registry and the  
  inventory 4)

-0.630.831.429.734.036.4Non- emissions trading sector emissions5)

-0.320.520.919.022.623.8   Energy sector

-0.811.612.410.912.512.6       Transport5)

0.58.98.48.110.111.2
       Energy, other 
       than transport

-0.11.81.92.02.13.1
   Industrial processes  
   and products use

-0.10.40.50.50.72.0
       Industrial processes  
       (excl. F-gases )6)

0.01.41.41.51.41.1
       Consumption of 
       F-gases6)

0.06.56.56.56.66.5   Agriculture

-0.11.92.02.12.62.8   Waste management

0.00.10.10.10.10.1   Indirect CO2 emissions

0.00.10.00.0

    Difference between the  
    emissions trading 
   registry an the  
   inventory 4)

0.0-27.1-27.1-28.8-27.5-27.7LULUCF sector2)

Proxy estimate1)

LULUCF refers to the land use, land use change and forestry sector. The sector does not come under the scope of the emissions
trading scheme or the reduction targets under the effort sharing decision

2)

Source: Energy Authority. In 2013, emissions trading was expanded with new sectors3)

The divergence caused by the methodological and definitional differences in total emissions in the emissions trading sector
between the data of the Energy Authority and the Greenhouse Gas Inventory

4)

Excluding CO2 emission from domestic civil aviation according to the inventory5)

F-gases refer to fluorinated greenhouse gases (HFC, PFC compounds, SF6 and NF3)6)

The calculation of instant preliminary emissions and removals is carried out at a less detailed level than
the actual inventory calculation for 2017. The emissions become revised as all data used in the calculation
are completed. Preliminary data of the statistics on greenhouse gases will be released in December 2018
and official data in March 2019.
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Revisions in these statistics

Revision of Finland's greenhouse gas emissions. Emissions expressed in million tonnes CO2
equivalent

Change1)Latest releasePrevious releaseStatistical reference year

%24 May 201827 March 2018

0.071.371.31990Total emissions
(without
LULUCF
sector)

0.069.869.82005

0.075.575.52010

0.063.163.12013

0.058.958.92014

0.055.455.42015

0.058.858.82016

56.12)2017

0.0-14.0-14.01990LULUCF sector

0.0-27.7-27.72005

0.0-27.5-27.52010

0.0-27.3-27.32013

0.0-30.9-30.92014

0.0-28.8-28.82015

0.0-27.1-27.12016

-27.12)2017

0.031.431.42013Non-emissions
trading sector3)

0.030.030.02014

0.029.729.72015

0.031.431.42016

30.82)2017

Change between the latest and previous releases.1)

Proxy estimate2)

Excluding CO2 emissions from domestic civil aviation3)
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