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Entrance to education 2015

Nearly 70 per cent of new passers of the matriculation
examination remained outside education

According to Statistics Finland's education statistics, 32 per cent of new passers of the
matriculation examination in 2015 immediately continued studies leading to a qualification or
degree. Sixteen per cent continued in university education, 11 per cent in university of applied
sciences education and five per cent in vocational education. The share of those left outside
further studies in the year of passing the matriculation examination grew by one percentage point
from the year before, in ten years it has grown from 58 to 68 per cent.
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New female passers of the matriculation examination were left outside education more often than men
and they also continued to vocational education more often than men. In turn, men continued studies more
often than women in university education and in university of applied sciences education. Of female
passers of the matriculation examination, 70 per cent remained outside education in the year of the
matriculation examination, of men 66 per cent. Fourteen per cent of women continued in university
education, ten per cent in university of applied sciences education and seven per cent in vocational education.
The respective figures for men were 20, 12 and 2 per cent.
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In Mainland Finland, the share of passers of the matriculation examination left outside further studies was
highest in Uusimaa, 73 per cent, and lowest in Ostrobothnia, 55 per cent. In Ostrobothnia, 21 per cent of
those having passed the matriculation examinations went on to study both in university education and
university of applied sciences education. In both groups of education the share was the highest in the
country. The share of those continuing studies in vocational education was the highest in the country, nine
per cent, for new passers of the matriculation examination in the region of Eteld-Savo.

Seventy-five per cent of new passers of the matriculation examination in 2015 applied to tertiary education,
77 per cent of women and 73 per cent of men. Thirty-seven per cent of new passers of the matriculation
examination applied only to university education, nearly every fifth of them applied only to university of
applied sciences education and similarly, nearly every fifth applied simultaneously to both university of
applied sciences education and university education. The share of new passers of the matriculation
examination having applied to tertiary education was slightly lower than in the year before, when it was
77 per cent.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Inmediate transition to further studies of new passers of the matriculation
examination 2005 - 2015

Year of Completers of the Continued studies in Continued studies in Continued studies in Did not continue
graduation matriculation upper secondary university of applied university education studies leading to a
examination vocational education sciences education qualification or degree
Total % Total Y% Total % Total % Total Y%
2005 34 337 100,0 1490 43 6 262 18,2 6 702 19,5 19 883 57,9
2006 33091 100,0 1398 4,2 5766 17,4 6774 20,5 19 153 57,9
2007 33420 100,0 1412 4,2 6 366 19,0 6725 20,1 18 917 56,6
2008 32 936 100,0 1396 4,2 6 087 18,5 6 287 19,1 19 166 58,2
2009 33011 100,0 1476 4,5 5842 17,7 6 025 18,3 19 668 59,6
2010 32681 100,0 1365 4,2 5676 17,4 5923 18,1 19717 60,3
2011 32 801 100,0 1374 4,2 5300 16,2 5850 17,8 20 277 61,8
2012 31996 100,0 1324 41 5 005 15,6 5680 17,8 19 987 62,5
2013 32119 100,0 1409 4.4 4595 14,3 5647 17,6 20 468 63,7
2014 32 060 100,0 1585 4,9 3778 11,8 5302 16,5 21395 66,7
2015 31077 100,0 1474 47 3347 10,8 5090 16,4 21166 68,1
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