
Waste statistics 2012

Sixty-six per cent of combustible waste is burned
A total of around 16.4 million tonnes of combustible waste were generated in Finland in 2012.
Of these, 10.7 million tonnes or 66 per cent were burned in incineration or co-incineration plants.
The largest item of incinerated waste was by far wood waste from forestry and the forest industry.
The second largest item was municipal waste and other mixed waste, altogether 1.4 million
tonnes. These were collected from both households and other sectors. The increase in the
incineration capacity of municipal waste will render conventional landfills redundant in coming
years. Approximately ten per cent of total energy consumption was produced with waste
incineration. The amounts do not include wood felling waste left in the forest or straw and manure
processed on site in agriculture.

Amounts of waste by sector in 2012, million tonnes

Total amount of waste 90 million tonnes
In 2012, the total amount of waste was just under 90 million tonnes and decreased by around 5.5 million
tonnes from the year before. The reduction came primarily from mining waste and surplus soils from
construction. Mineral waste is the largest item in waste, it amounted to 72 million tonnes, mainly from
ore and mineral mines, earthworks and energy production (ashes). One-third of mineral waste is recovered.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 15.5.2014
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A total of 1.1 million tonnes of hazardous waste were generated in 2012. It was generated in particular in
the metal industry, households and services, and also in construction as contaminated soil. In total, 180,000
tonnes of hazardous waste were incinerated but the amount that was deposited in landfills was much larger.
Hazardous waste was formerly called problem waste in Finland.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Waste treatment in 2012, 1,000 tonnes

Treatment

LandfilledIncineratedEnergy recoverRecyclingTreatment total

33314328162666Chemical waste

1783786193- of which hazardous waste

6101 1691 176Metallic waste

100161162Glass waste

01334522569Paper and cardboard waste

210422276Plastic and rubber waste

2458 4262 78011 253Wood waste

019010- of which hazardous waste

000132132Discarded vehicles

0006262- of which hazardous waste

000120120Discarded equipment

0007272- of which hazardous waste

42152611 0421 297Animal and vegetal waste

1 084191 3382162 657Household and mixed waste

431536094- of which hazardous waste

18555179107526Sludges

5016057- of which hazardous waste

46 346719925 16271 714Mineral waste

83771312869- of which hazardous waste

910616Other waste

31004- of which hazardous waste

48 00944610 30731 60190 363Total

950108712321 361- of which hazardous waste
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Appendix table 2. Generation of waste by sector and by type of waste in 2012, 1,000 tonnes

Type of wasteIndustry

of which
hazardous
waste

TotalOther
waste

Mineral
waste

SludgesHousehold
and mixed
waste

Animal
and
vegetal
waste

Wood
waste

Plastic
and
rubber
waste

Paper and
cardboard
waste

Glass
waste

Metallic
waste

Chemical
waste

03 155000003 15500000

Agriculture,
forestry and
fishing1)

052 880052 880000000000
Mining and
quarrying

74313 674172 3785426176158 3054122250175712Manufacturing

1839101577346013365121
Food products
and beverages

0850020000001

Manuf. textiles,
wearing apparel
and leather
products

55 3420122405 31301037
Wood and wood
products

204 402119036946812 96319201024166

Paper and paper
products printing
and reproduction
of recorded
media

2228031100000221

Coke and refined
petroleum
products

885640161094596166013344

Chemicalt,
chemical
products and
rubber and plastic
products

2507043212301114521
Non-metallic
mineral products

5971 87711 54853283615069163
Basic metals and
metal products

79802001116120507

Machinery and
equipment n.e.c
and
elect.equipmenet

1900010700001
Manufacturing
n.e.c.

251 0100842232012401045

Electricity, gas,
steam and air
conditioning
supply

15016 027015 6820532381451781Construction

1342 992200112051 5283637823365871248
Households and
services

1 05289 73821771 7937492 18298111 90078593138381726Total

1 0521145615600150000306
- of which
hazardous waste

Sludge, dry weight. Wood waste excluding logging waste left on site.1)
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